Fine needle aspiration cytology and exfoliative biliary cytology in the diagnosis of hilar cholangiocarcinoma.
Nineteen patients with suspected malignant obstruction at the confluence of the bile ducts had exfoliative biliary cytology and fine needle aspiration cytology performed. Of these patients 14 cases were histologically proven to be cholangiocarcinoma, and 3 others followed a clinical course which was clearly malignant. Fine needle aspiration cytology gave a true positive result in 14 patients (87.5%), whereas exfoliative cytology was positive in 11 (73%). There were no false positive results and no complications from either procedure. Both the cytological procedures are rapid and safe and are useful for preoperative planning of surgical and intraoperative diagnosis.